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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


UN STRATEGY FOR AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT EXAMINED 
London WEST AFRICA in English 13 Aug 79 pp 1454-56 
[Article by John Madeley] 


[Text] John Madeley analyses a report on the failure in Africa of past plans 
for development. 


The United Nations third development decade (DD3), which begins on January list 
1980, could see a radical change of direction in the economic strategies of 
African countries. The first two development decades have been a failure as 
far as most countries and most people in Africa are concerned. Development 
decades have not brought development. There is probably more poverty and 
underdevelopment on the continent now than there was when development decades 
began in 1960. 


The international development strategies for the first two development decades 
placed a great deal of emphasis on economic growth rates, apparently assuming 
that growth and development were the same thing. Most African countries 
achieved the 3 percent per annum growth target which was set for the 1960's. 
For the development decade of the 1970's, the target was increased to 6 per- 
Cent. Some developing countries in Asia seem likely to hit that target but 
the average for African countries in the 70's will probably be below 4 per- 
cent. Even high growth rates, however, have proved to be no guarantee that 
development will occur. 


The DD1 and DD2 strategies suffered from other weaknesses. Both recommended 
that Western countries should give more aid and offer fairer trading terms 
to the developing world. But ther2 has been a lack of political will on 

the part of the West to implement these recommendations. Few genuine moves 
towards trade liberalisation have occurred, whilst in 1978, aid from OECD 
countries stood at its lowest level since 1960--only 0.31 percent of OECD 
national incomes, less than half the UN aid target. 


As the second development decade draws to a close, a UN Committee has pub- 
lisyed a report* which contains recommendations about an international strategy 
for DD3. But although the report recognises the “inadequacy” of growth tar- 
gets, it appears to make many of the same mistakes of the 1960's and 1970's. 
Easically what is proposed for DD3 is not a genuine international strategy 


* Report of the Committee for Development Planning. UN Reference NAC. 
196/1/CRP.5. 1 











at all, but rather a Southern strategy in search of Northern support. The 
report outlines a strategy containing six “primary steps," all of which 
are admirable, but «ll of which are dependent on tiie political will of the 
North for implementation. 


Firstly, on trade issses, the report suggests that an agreement should be 
reached between industrial and developing countries on a timetable for the 
removal of all trade barriers on goods from developing countries. A fine 
sentiment but one that is dependent on a response from industrial countries. 
The report also suggests that industrial countries adjust their own economies 
so as to be in a better position to implement trade liberalisation measures. 
But again, with the exception of Holland, industrial countries have done 
nothing about adjusting their economies so as to allow in more third world 
manufactured goods. | 


Secondly, the report “strongly supports” renewal of the objective that 0.7 
percent of the gross national product of industrialised countries should be 
provided in official aid. But “strong support” in a UN strategy is not 
going to ensure that governments of industrialised countries do anything to 
reverse the decline in their aid giving, let alone more than double it in a 
decade. 


Thirdly, there 4s a call for restructuring the international monetary systen. 
Such a restructuring is long overdue. Everyone agrees that the present sys- 
tem is working badly for both rich and poor countries. No one can however 
agree on how it should be changed. The report suggests a bigger role for 
Special Drawing Rights. These Special Drawing Rights might help to facilitate 
transactions bet»<en industrial and developing countries which are now not 
taking place purely because of lack of money. But will the West have the 
vision to see that their own best interests lie in an extension of special 
drawing rights? On past performance it is hard to be optimistic. 


Fourthly, the report wants the activities of transnational co-operations to 
be “sore widely known, openly reported and objectively analysed." Excellent 
idea, but will the transnationals think so? 


The fifth point is concerned with development and the arms race. "Progress 
towards disarmament," it says, “could release substantial resources for... 
economic and social development." There is undoubtedly enormous scope here, 
especially as the stock of armaments has reached such staggering proportions 
as :o be counter-productive. But again there is a depressing lack of poli- 
tical will to achieve any reduction in arms spending. 


Finally, having previously spoken of the inadequacy of growth targets, the 
report calls for accelerated growth in the 1980's. But it recognises the 
importance of qualitative growth and institutional change, and it stresses 
the need for growth in the very poorest countries, with the aim of doubling 
per capita income in these countries by the year 2,000. 











The report is far less satisfactory on how Western countries can be per- 
suaded to implement the proposals. The problem has never been lack of 
solutions: it is lack of political will on the part of Western countries 
to implement solutions. What the report fails to bring out strongly enough 
is that the international economy is facing a major crisis and that the 
interests of the West would be served by making changes to give greater 
purchasing power to Third World countries. But many African countries are 
likely to ask why should they wait around for the spirit to move in Western 
countries? If Africa goes along with the U.N. DD3 strategy there is no 
guarantee that it will fare any better than it did under DDl or DD2. Why 
not, therefore, frame an alternative strategy, ome that is less dependent 
on the goodwill of the West? The failure of DD1 and DD2 is a clear indica- 
tion that something radically different is needed. 


It seems quite certain that the next few months will see the thrashing out 
of a strategy of greater co-operation and collective African self-reliance. 
The economic summit, suggested by General Obasanjo in Monrovia, will this 
autumn give African countries a unique opportunity to work out a strategy 
for the 80's that might achieve the "new cadence of mutuality” of which Presi- 
dent Tolbert has spoken. 


A strategy of greater economic co-operation and collective self reliance 
might reasonably take as its starting point the need for a big increase in 
trade between African countries. There are enormous opportunities here but 
there are also enormous problems. 


Trade between African countries at present accounts for only 4 percent of 
Africa's total trade. By contrast, 19 percent of Asia's trade is intra-Asian 
and 20 percent of Latin American's trade takes place between Latin American 
countries. In Africa's case the depressing statistic is that in 1955 7 per- 
cent of African trade was between African countries. And yet if other de- 
veloping continents have been able to increase trade within their continents, 
it seems reasonable that Africa should be able to do the same. 


There is, perhaps, a close connection between poverty and the level of con- 
tinental trade--the poorer the continent the less trade that is done within 
the continent. Very low income countries for example are usually dependent 
on the sale of cash crops to the West. Higher income developing countries 
on the other hand have developed more manufacturing industries and are ex- 
changing some of those products between themselves. Also the vastness of 
the African continent makes trade difficult. The proposed all-weather high- 
way network across the continent, which began in the late 1960's, is only 
two-thirds complete. Railways are poor, air freight is expensive. 


It would be very easy for African leaders to meet in the autumn and euphori- 
callv prociaim a strategy in which they agree to co-operate more, pool re- 
sources, develop linkages, trade more with themselves and generally become 
less dependent on the West. But euphoric words will have to be followed by 














a lot of detailed changes. If a strategy of African self reliance is to 
work, changes will have tc be made in many different directions. 


One example concerns overland trade. Lorries transporting goods from one 
African country to another at present come up against numerous difficulties: 
Highway codes vary enormously; there are different rules and regulations about 
axle weights; customs regulations are usually complex, unofficial dues are 
often levied, banks oj en at different hours. Added to which it is often dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, for firms and drivers to obtain information about 
conditions in another country. Lorry drivers often do not know if their in- 
surance is valid in a neighbouring country. 


There is a pressing need to standardise traffic and transit regulations. With- 
out such standardisation--which should not be costly--trade between African 
countries is bound to be held back. Wili countries be bold enough to give 

up their own way of doing things for the good of the continent as a whole? 


Increased economic co-operation between African countries is also crucially 
dependent on good political relations. The failure of the Esst African Com 
munity is a salutory reminder to anyone who is tempted to think that the path 
of economic co-operatica is lined with roses. The EAC was in the end killed 
by political differerces between the three member states. Unless countries 
are on speaking terms politically, they will find it very hard to co-operate 
economically. 


A strategy for greater African co-operation can in some respects run along- 
side the type of strategy suggested by UN experts for the third development 
decade. Their report recognises “the important contribution” that more co- 
cperation among developing countries has to make. Perhaps Western politicians 
#ill eventually wake up to the enormous potential of developing countries to 
help the world out of recession. Perhaps the West will then start to pursue 
umaginative policies. But it would be unwise for Africa to rely on that. 
The case for greater economic co-operation among African countries is that 
it ‘akes independence a stage further. Political independence of the 1950's 
and 1960's has not been followed by economic independence. African countries 
have found it difficult to break away from the economic patterns that were 
imposed by their colonial masters. 


To break away now will however require an exercise in co-operation among 
African countries greater than has been é-hieved in the recent past. The UN 
DD’ strategy would be dependent on the political will of Western countries 
to work. The strategy for greater African co-operation would be dependent 
fe - success on the political will of African countries themselves. 


CSO; 4420 








INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


NIGERIAN-BENINESE POWER PROJECTS DETAILED 
Lagos BUSINESS-TIMES in English 31 Jul 79 pp 1, 24 


{Article by Roseline Umesi) 





[Text] The Nigerian Federal Government would supply 100 megawatts wi elec- 
tricity to the Republic of Benin for effective running of the joint projects 
between the two countries. 


In pursuance of this objective, a technical committee of SBEE and NEPA would 
meet within the next three months to draw a working programme on the quantity 
of electricity to be supplied to Benin as well as tariff to be charged. 


This was contained in an agreement reached at the two-day inaugural meeting 
of the Joint Commission which ended in Lagos at the weekend. 


Other areas of cooperation examined by the Commission include transport, 
~ civil aviction, education, culture and sports, industries finance, agricul- 
ture and energy. 


Under industrial venti res, the Commission examined the progress being made 
on the Onigbolo Cement Company, and the Save Sugar Project. 


The Onigbolo Cement Company is to be built at a cost of § 70 million. Out 
of this sum WN 50 million is to be financed by loan from Denmark and Belgiun, 
while Nigeria and Benin will contribute the balance of N 20 million. The 
shareholding is 49 percent for Benin, 41 percent for Nigeria and 10 percent 
for technical partners F. L. Smith. 


The Beninois side reported at the meeting that arrangements for the con- 
struction of the necessary infrastructure are progressing :atisfactorily, 
and that the shareholders had paid up part of their shareholding as requested 
by the Board of Directors. 


The Nigerian Government was also said to have approved the release of Nigeria's 
contribution of 8 6.9 million in two installments in 1979/80 and 1980/81. 














The other project, the Save Sugar Project is owned in the proportion of 
Nigeria--46 percent, Benin--49 percent and Lonhro--5 percent. The total 
cost is now N 42 million after a revaluation. 


Government officials at the meetings said that Nigeria was considering 
granting a loan of N 12.40 million to the company, during the next four 
years. Construction of factory buildings at a site in Benin Republic is 
expected to begin soon. 


The Republic of Benin also asked Nigeria for 100 mega-watts of electricity 
to be supplied to Benin, particularly for use on the projects, owned jointly 
by the two countries. 


The commission was informed that this issue had already been discussed and 
agreed upon; and pointed [out] that it was necessary to take appropriate 
measures to ensure the early achievement of this objective. 


A technical committe2 of SBEE and NEPA is to meet within three months to 
draw a working programme on the qualtity of electric power to be supplied 
to Benin by Nigeria and tariff to be charged said the commission. 


The Nigerian Government also endorsed the requests from the Republic of 

Benin on Civil Aviation. Nigeria is to supply one pilot for an F-27 Aircraft; 
training of pilots at the NCATC, Zaria; training of Mechanics and Engineers; 
training of Air-hostesses and stewards; and medical checks for crew in Lagos. 


In respect of supply of one pilot for an F-27 aircraft, it was agreed that 
Benin would be responsible for his pay and allowances. On the issue of free 
training which was requested by the Benin the Nigerian side promised to 
present to the Nigerian Government a proposal to provide free tuition only 
to a limited number of Beninois nationals. 


Jther projects which the Nigerian Government is interested in are the 280 
KM road constructions in Benin. Some of the roads are said to be important 
for the evacuation of cement from the factory in both countries. 


Nigeria has also agreed in principle on joint adventure of crude salt ex- 
ploitation, although future developments would depend on the result of further 
evaluation to be carried out by the Nigerian side. 


One of the Benin problems which did not get immediate answer was the con- 
tinuation of export agreement which expired in 1975 and which required auto- 
macic renewal on [a] yearly basis, but could not be renewed, because of the 
Ni serian 1978 fiscal policy. 


The trade agreement provides for the exportation of a number of goods notably, 
textiles, eggs, spahetti, candies [?], perfumery and leather goods from Benin 
to Nigeria. The Beninois complained about this trade prohibition, which af- 
fects the implementation of the trade agreement. 














The reaction of the Federal Ministry of Trade to the complaint from Benin 
is that the ban on the goods is applicable to all countries, not only 
Benin. 


The objective is to attest the decline in Nigeria's foreign exchange reserve 
and encourage local production. No concession can be given to Benin because 
of the rules of General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GAIT), an vrganisa- 
tion to which both Nigeria and Benin belong. The rules require that dis- 
pensation granted to one member country of GATT should be extended to all 
member countries. 


Nevertheless, Nigeria and Benin are still consideraing what steps should 
be taken to resolve the issue. 


The Nigerian delegation was led by Dr 0. Andewoye, Federal Commissioner for 
Economic Development while the Benino’s was led by Francois Dossou, the 
Minister of Planning, Statistics and i chnical Co-operation of the Republic 
of Benin. 
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BRIEFS 


ANGOLAN PARTY MEMBERSHIP--A total of 16,916members have been admitted in the 
MPLA-Labor Party under the framework of the movement of rectification 
launched in April 1978, which is aimed at correcting, [word iniistinci} and 
uniting the former members of the MPLA liberation movement within a strong 
and united party while expelling all harmful elements. [Excerpt] [Luanda 
Domestic Service in French 1100 GMT 5 Sep 79 Ab] 
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ETHIOPIA 


ADDIS ABABA REBUTS ‘COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY PROPAGANDA’ AGAINST COOPERATIVES 
Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 3 Sep 79 LD/EA 


{[Text] . The Ministry of Agriculture announced today that the archenemies 

of the broad oppressed masses were spreading cheap and poisonous propaganda 
among farmers in a bid to frustrate the establishment of a strong community 
with a socialist mode of economy. This community is being founded by 
strengthening the gains made by the people of Ethiopia during the revolu- 
tion and by introducing and establishing modern agricultural technology on 
large tracts of farm land. The Ministry of Agriculture made this announce- 
ment in a statement that details the evil deeds and machinations of the 
diehard enemies of the revolution--the remnants of the feudo-bourgeois 
regime--to frustrate the establishment of a socialist economic order, and 
particularly the establishment of producer cooperatives. 


The ministry's statement said that those who were spreading the poisonous 
propaganda opposed the establishment of agricultural producers cooperatives 
inasmuc’) as these ran counter to their individual interests. The statement 
told the farmers that they have the historic duty to flush out these 
messengers of destruction and evildoers. These counterrevolutionaries are 
spreading poisonous and confusing propaganda and unfounded rumors to the 
effect that oxen belonging to farmers are to be seized by the government 
when and if producers cooperatives are established. Thus they say that 
farmers should sell their oxen immediately. 


The statement added that the poisonous propaganda being spread by counter- 
revolutionaries was similar to that spread by the enemies of Ethiopia when 
the Ethiopian people's revolution first erupted. The Ministry of Agriculture 
urged the oppressed farmers to comply with the government's directives to 
expedite the process of socializing the economy by strengthening productive 
capacity and to adopt modern agricultural technology to improve the lost of 
the masses. The statement urged farmers to ignore the poisonous propaganda 
of the counterrevolutionaries who will mislead them into harming their oxen 
to prevent their use for collective prosperity. It reiterated the govern- 
ment's policy not to compel individuals to become members of agrétcultural 
producers cooperatives. 
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BRIEFS 


"FITTING FUTURE'FOR AFRC--The PUNCH writes on the need for ensuring a fit- 
ting future to members of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council [AFRC]. 

It refers to the statement by the chairman, Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, that 
he and his colleagues intend going back to barracks after they hand over 
power on the 24th of the month. The PUNCH says even though this proposi- 
tion sounds noble and exemplary, it is not practicable. The paper feels 
returning them to barracks again is not the best way of showing gratitude 

to them for what they achieved within the 3 months that they were in office. 
The PUNCH thinks the AFRC members deserve to be honored and [word indistinct] 
by the state to the same degree that they helped to (?ensure) the Ghanaian 
way of life. The paper points out that they have made enemies for then- 
selves by seeking to place the nation above their proper interests. It 
would therefore be appalling if after all these sacrifices, Ghanaians 

allow themselves to be deluded into ignoring or failing to recognize the 
degree of their contribution and instead send them back to barracks to face 
the (?wrath) of the (?aggrieved). The PUNCH therefore suggests that they 
are retired with full honors. [Editorial] [Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 6 Sep 79 AB] 
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LIBERIA 





BACKING FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT ACTION PLAN URGED 


Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 3 Aug 79 p 2 


{Editorial ] 
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LIBERIA 


BUTCHERS ASK GOVERNMENT TO CONTROL CATTLE IMPORTS 


Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 3 Aug 79 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 
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BBC RAPPED FOR ‘SCURRILOUS' REPORTS ABOUT LIBERIA 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 7 Aug 79 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Ever sincethe April 14 disturbance in Liberia, the British Broad- 
casting Corporation has had a field day in broadcasting scurrilous, scan- 
dalous and unsubstantiated information about Liberia on its Africa Service 
broadcast. Even though it had an on-the-spot correspondent here during 
the disturbance, many of the articles carried lacked the fundamental re- 
quirements of jouralistic reporting; they lacked balance or were “unsub- 
stantiated." 


Nevertheless, the on-the-spot correspondent was allowed to remain in the 
country to carry her work unmolested and unhindered until she felt ready 
to go. 


April 14 has come and gone; the OAU Summit which the BBC correspondent re- 
ported she doubt would have come off peacefully, has also come and gone with 
remarkaiile success, yet BBC, continuing her attempt at discrediting the 
good name of this country, is carrying on her campaign by soliciting 
interviews from persons with questionable credentials to prove that Liberia 
is not, after all, a "glorious land of liberty." But her latest character 
witness is nothing but an unscrupulous “impersonator,” who is not even a 
Liberian. 


Many may have heard the interview over BBC last weekend involving one Tom 
Gogolor (see picture opposite) who claims that he was arrested, jailed and 
charged for treason along with other PAL members as a result of the April 14 
incident. He went on in his interview to relate how he was later released 
and had to escape the country because he feared being rearrested after the 
OAU Summit. 


BBC did not know this, but had they taken out time to search page 10 of 
February 13, 1979 issue of the LIBERIAN AGE (which they have there with 
them) they would have found out that Tom Gogolor is a liar and an imperson- 
ator who was nabbed by CID agents “for allegedly ordering six Diahatsu 
Jeeps from the Edward Nassar Inc., on behalf of a local company amounting 
to "$44,000." 


13 





They would have read that Tom Gogolorand a gang of three were found in pos- 
session of some blank cheques of the Bank of Liberia with certain company 
names stamped on them; but BBC which once was a synonym for factuality no 
longer cares to search diligently for facts. It is now consumed with a 
burning desire to discredit countries and governments whose record cannot 
be tarnished no matter how they try. 


True, Tom Gogolor was in jail, but he was not jailed as a result of any 
participation in the April 14 disturbance; in fact, we do not tiiink he was 
even in prison during or after the April 14 incident. Tom, the impersonator, 
was jailed because he is a criminal and he fled the country because he is 

a wanted criminal. Nor did he smuggle himself out of the country. He 
slipped out because he is not a Liberian, thus giving credence to the gen- 
eral belief that a large part of the April 14 incident was carried ovt [by] 
outside instigators. 


We have no quarrel with BBC: but in ordur to continue her campaign against 
us, we only suggest that she seeks out characters whose credentials will 
give credence to their utterances and thus put the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration back in the realms of objectivity and unbias reporting. 


With respect to the lies told by this impersonator, BBC should know that she 
would be one of the first to know if the General Amnesty was intended only 
for a few weeks. But here again, she did not care to check because of her 
jaundiced view of Liberia; or has this pride of the British Empire sunk to 
the depth of yellow journalism? 
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LIBERIA 


MINISTER PEAL CLARIFIES SALARY ADJUSTMENTS 


Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 14 Aug 79 p 3 
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AIR LIBERIA TO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS 
Monrovia THE LIBERIAN AGE in English 17 Aug 79 p 1 


[Excerpt] In order to bail her out of her current financial difficulties 
Air Liberia will announce today the institution of new radical policies. 
One such policy calls for sole cash transaction without any exception what- 
soever. 


Government agencies or public corporation wishing to charter or obtain 
tickets through Air Liberia must pay cash down, a source of the company 
told the Age recently. This indicates that many governnent agencies and 
public corporations owe Air Liberia huge sums of money and there is long 
delay in payment. 


This morning at ten o'clock the Management is holding a Press Conference to 
explain its new policies and give the Press an insight into its problems 
and how it intends to solve same. 


The Airline itself is in debt, having to pay monthly fee to IATA (Inter- 
national Air Transport Association). 


But the Management is likely to come under hard questicning from the Press 
to explain its justification for pay its pilots such exhorbitant salaries. 
The recently retired Manager was reportedly being paid several thousands [of] 
dollars a month. 


It is believed also that Air Liberia intends to cut some of its local 


schedule particularly with its HS748 which travels daily to parts of the 
country half loaded. 
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SWAWEK HEAD: STEYN PLANNED TO SEIZE RUACANA DAM 


Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 11 Aug 79 pp 1,3 


[Text] Windhoek: There were several attempts by the former Acministrator 
General, Mr Justice M. T. Steyn, to seize the remaining part of the 
Ruacana complex inside Angola. The aim was, through troop action, to 
close the sluices so that water could be channelled down the diversion 
wall into the pressure tunnel so that finally that huge plant could 
spring to life. 


This came to light on Wednesday when certain inquiries were made. Also 
approached for comment was the General Manager of the SWA Water and Elec- 
tricity Supply [SWAWEK], Mr J. P. Brand. 


Mr Brand said he could confirm that on various occasions there were 
efforts to get the sluices closed, and the former Administrator General, 
Mr Justice M. T. Steyn, likewise favoured the idea. 


But, Mr Brand emphasised, the South African Government was not in favour 
of such action. 


Asked, if troop deployment would have been necessary, Mr Brand hesitated 
for a while and then said cautiously “Yes...to some extent.” He repeated 
South Africa's dislike of the plan. 


Asked of there were other plans to get the plant started, Mr Brand said 
that he could not dismiss or confirm plans other than saying that the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, would probably continue their efforts 
through diplomatic channels to see what could be done to commission the 
hydro electric plant. 


Mr Brand was also questioned about remarks he recently made at Keetmans- 
hoop when he said a serious power shortage could come. 


"That shortage is not something which is awaiting us in the next few 
months, but if we do not get an additional power source, we may have 
big problems on our hands by the end of 1980," he said. He added that 
the construction of a power line to get power from Escom in South Africa 
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to the southern districts of the Territory, was not merely something that 
could take place overnight. Long term planning was required and had to 
be initiated now. 


Meanwhile, the R260 million Ruacana plant is paralysed. South West Afri- 
cans are paying electricity bills that are staggering, while the 320 mega- 
watt turbines are motionless. The South African Industrial Development 
Corporation is the sole owner of the plant. In other words, the South 
African Government financed and owns Ruacana. 


The Angolans simply refuse to shut the sluice gates so that water can be 
directed through the pressure tunnel. The bad relations with our neigh- 
bour state is a result of South Africa's military intervention, which cost 
us diplomatically very dearly. 


Ruacana’s output is three and a half times that of Van Eck Station, exclud- 
ing the new generating set which is now in the process of being commissioned 
at Van Eck. Once that is in commission, Van Eck's output will rise to 120 
megawatt, while Ruacana’s output is 320 megawatt. 


Costs have rocketed to tremendously in the past year that another adjust- 
ment in electricity tariffs for the entire South West Africa is not to be 


excluded and could even be imminent. This was learned in conversation with 
those closely associated with electricity generation in South West Africa. 
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NIGER 


URANIUM DISCOVERED IN NORTHWEST--Tokyo. The Japanese partner in an 
international uranium prospecting project in Niger has just announced 
the discovery of significant ore deposits in the northwestern part of 
the country. The find includes a uranium ore seam up to 30m thick lo- 
cated about 250 to 270m underground. The ore has a purity of up to 0.4 
percent, which is extremely high. The discovery was announced by the 
Tokyo-based overseas Uranium Resources Development Company, which is 
part of a consortium with the Niger Government and the French Nuclear 
Fuel Corporation, which has been prospecting near the southern Sahara 
since 1977. The consortium i: to continue exploration in the area until 
early 1981, followed by feasibility studies on ore development and pro- 
duction. The Japanese side says an initial output of 2,000 short tonnes 
in terms of uranium ore concentrate is planned. [Text] [Salisbury THE 
HERALD-BUSINESS HERALD in English 6 Sept 79 p 4j 


CSO: 4420 


19 








RHODESIA 


COVER-UP ON ‘OIL FIND’ CLAIM DENIED 


Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 2 Sep 79 p 4 


li 
see 


nil 


iti 


* 


it 


[Text] 


ate 


fut 
iit 


—* 
ii | 


hid 


—* 


Did. 


ae Ht 


sit * 


Lally itde 


yea 


al it 


= i 


eat ; 


tT aa 


iii 


Latte! 


Sra 


al iul⸗ 


mg a Hi 


at mie ie 
tt a 


9 


8 


4420 


CSO: 


20 











RHODES IA 


CAPTURED FRELIMO SOLDIERS REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 
Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 2 Sep 79 pl 
[Text] Two Frelimo soldiers wounded and captured while serving with ZANLA 


terrorists inside Zimbabwe Rhodesia were shown before the international 
Press in Salisbury yesterday. 
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RHODESIA 


GOVERNMENT PROTESTS UK ISSUANCE OF PASSPORTS TO TERRORISTS 


Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 2 Sep 79 p 1 
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has financial assis- 
tance from Britain's 
former Labour Govern- 
ment to send delega- 
tions to overseas. 
“When Bishop 
Muzorewa and I met 
Mr Callaghan I raised 
this point. He did 
not deny it, but said 
it was part of their 
policy to help any 
organisation. 

But when my own 
organisation--the 
a — a strugg- 

ing body trying to 
demonstrate that we 
have the support of 
the masses of this 
country we did not 
receive a penny in 
aid. 

"Some of the 
actions of the Bri- 
tish Government 


appear to show 
favouritism..., 


said Mr Mukome. 
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Salisbury THE HERALD in English 1 Sep 79 p 1 
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RHODESIA 


PLANS TO SCRAP OLD AGE PENSIONS REPORTED 
Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 2 Sep 79 pl 
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RHODESIA 


PM WARNS AGAINST PAYMENT OF ‘SLAVE WAGES' 
Salisbury THE HERALD in English 1 Sep 79 pl 
[Article by Francis Mdlongwa] 


[Text] The Prime Minister, Bishop Muzorewa, yesterday warned that his 
Government would not tolerate "slave wages" for Zimbabwe Rhodesians, 
irrespective of their race or ethnic origin. 


Officially opening the Salisbury Show, he also defended the proposal to 
change the name of the country to Zimbabwe, saying: "The majority of the 
people, black and white, want the country to be Zimbabwe and nothing else." 


The change had nothing to do with the London constitutional talks this 
month, he said, and called on all the people to be proud to call then- 
selves Zimbabweans. 


"It has been a known fact that eventually our country's name would in any 
case have to be changed to Zimbabwe. Is it not more sensible and prac- 
tical to change it now so that people who want to change names of their 
businesses...can save time and money by doing the job now rather than 
later...?" 


Saying his Government's first objective in the towns was to speed up 
efforts that would enable blacks to feel at home, he warned: 


"To foster this process, my Government will not tolerate slave wages. 
Instead, we will expect decent and equitable wages and salaries to be 
paid to all our people, irrespective of the race of ethnic origin." 


The bishop said he expected to see running water and electricity in every 
village, "if not every house in our rural communities," and an end to "the 
unjust practice" where Africans paid enormous rents “but own nothing in 
the end.” 


The Government was also establishing a home ownership scheme to be imple- 
ttented “at the earliest possible time." 

















"To alleviate this unfortunate arrangement all African houses in our urban 
townships throughout the country must ultimately be owned by those who have 
dwelt in them for so long. 


However, “these noble and imperative goals" of his Government could not 
be implemented until “the dirty, evil, senseless war...which is master- 
minded by marxists" was ended. 


"We will certainly resist this threat with our strongest will, determina- 
tion and every drop of blood we have to safeguard our lives and democratic 
society,” the Prime Minister said. 


"To this effect, I have as my number one priority the termination of the 
war and the creation of peace. At the same time, in order to assure con- 
tinued peace and protection of our newly achieved democracy, I intend to 
develop the best army, which in every respect, is next to none on the Afri- 
can continent.” 


After the lifting of sanctions and the country's return to the inter- 
national community--"which we confidently anticipate in the very near 


future"--he saw Zimbabwe Rhodesia as "a positive force” in the creation 
of an economic union of Southern and Central African nations. 
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RETENTION OF NAME ‘RHODESIA’ DEFENDED 
Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 2 Sep 79 p 12 
{Editorial: “'Rhodesia’' Was In Spirit of Agreement”) 


[Text] The move to change the name of the country from Zimbabwe Rhodesia 
to just Zimbabwe has been described on the one hand as inevitable and on 
the other as a breach of faith. It is perhaps both: inevitable that it 
would come some time but a breach of faith in that it has come before the 
ink is dry on the Constitution. 


The 1979 Constitution, only a few months old, was drawn up in a spirit of 
compromise and reconciliation. It was not designed to last for more than 
a limited period without alteration but equally was not expected to be 
amended in any major way so soon. 


It recognised the aspirations of the blacks while acknowledging--and the 
mame was part of it--the contribution made, and still to be made, by the 
whites. 


Zimbabwe Rhodesia is admittedly clumsy but the arguments advanced in 
favour of the dual name are just as valid today as when the Constitution 
was produced. 


It is easy to say that change will help in the quest for recognition. 
Past experience has been that when you concede one point more are demanded. 


It is easy to say it will bring more terrorists back from the bush and 
on-side. That has to be seen. 


It is easy to say that under one name there will be greater unity. One 
would hope so, but it is not necessarily true. It could have the opposite 
effect, particularly if whites are accused of not being Zimbabweans and 
begin to feel more like expatriates. 


There is, admittedly, nothing unconstitutional in the proposal to drop 
Rhodesia. The name Zimbabwe Rhodesia is not even entrenclied: in fact 
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we suspect that those who drew up the Constitution prepared for change 
when they included in one section the words “otherwise than by merely 
altering the name of the country." Merely! 


There are those whites--perhaps the majority--who shrug their shoulders and 
say “Well it had to come." Maybe, but if this is the attitude of resigna- 
tion to every suggested change there won't be much left of the Constitution. 


It is--and we use the word again--inevitable that if the London conference 
is to succeed there will be more changes. 


This we must accept if the prize is to be recognition and the lifting of 
sanctions. But we hope the blacks and whites in the delegation will stick 


together and honour the principles and spirit of the March 3 Agreement and 
the Constitution we all subsequently accepted. 
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RADIO APPOINTEES--Three new senior executive posts to head various depart- 
ments of the combined radio and television services of the Zimbabwe 
Rhodesia Broadcasting Corporation, were filled yesterday. The three new 
executives, are: Mr Alan Jones, controller of programme coordination and 
research, Mr Jones has been involved in television since the 1960s. A 
spokesman for ZRBC said Mr Jones had considerable knowledge of the tech- 
niques of programming and originating programmes since becoming the tele- 
vision controller two years ago; Mx David Woodward, controller of tech- 
nical and production services. His service with the corporation goes 
back over 22 years and “well qualifies him for a job calling for intimate 
knowledge of all aspects of radio and television production and operations,” 
said the spokesman. Mr Woodward has been director of the corporation's 
engineering service since April 1978. He played a significant part in the 
establishment of the main transmitting centre at Guinea Fowl, near Gwelo; 
Mr Barrie Wood, controller of management services and sales. Mr Wood had 
shown “great ability” in controlling the housekeeping of the corporation 
since 1977, said the spokesman. [Text] [Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in 


English 2 Sept 79 p 4] 


NEW COBALT UNIT--A new $125,000 cobalt unit is to be installed soon at the 
radiotherapy centre at Salisbury's Andrew Fleming Hospital. It will 
replace the existing unit, first installed 19 years ago, and now “obsolete.” 
A Ministry of Health spokesman said yesterday that the installation work 
would mean a six-to-eight-week shutdown of the centre, during which more 
use would have to be made of alternative types of radioactive therapy, 

such as deep X-rays, he said. Patients for whom cobalt therapy was essen- 
tial, however, would have to go to Bulawayo for treatment. "We realise 
this is going to cause inconvenience to patients but regrettably we cannot 
avoid it," he said. The situation was a reversal of what had happened in 
Bulawayo four years ago when it had been necessary to install a new machine 
at the Mpilo Hospital Radiotherapy Centre. The spokesman said the new 
machine would offer more sophisticated and active therapy. The old machine 
would be offered for sale. He said treatments carried out at the centre 
during the first six months of this year averaged just under 40 a dav. 
[Text] [Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 2 Sept 79 p 4] 











BEEF RATIONING--The Cold Storage Commission announced yesterday that 
rationing of beef sales will be introduced with effect from Monday. A 
spokesman for the CSC said the rationing scheme would have no effect on 
the prevailing wholesale prices of beef and therefore there should be no 
rise in retail price levels, reports Ilana. From Monday until the end of 
September, butchers’ basic quotas, which represent their average monthly 
purchases from January to June this year will be reduced by 10 percent. 
This figure will be reviewed monthly until supplies are again freely 
available and will be adjusted according to the availability of cattle 
for slaughter. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 1 Sept 79 p 1] 
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PRESIDENT ON OAU, COMMONWEALTH SUMMITS, VISITS 
Victoria NATION in English 9 Aug 79 p 2 


{Text} In a frank and lucid interview with the press minutes after his 
arrival from the Commonwealth summit in Lusaka yesterday evening, Presi- 
dent France Albert Rene answered several questions pertaining to his 
attendance of the OAU and Commonwealth summits and his state visits to 
Benin and Yugoslavia. 


We bring you the President's answers in full: 


Q. Mr President, what do you think was the greatest development for the 
African continent achieved in the OAU summit and how great a role did 
Seychelles play in it? 


A. I think that the most important success of this conference was the 

fact that we made all African countries, through the auspices of the OAU, 
recognise the existence of a Saharaoui people. The Organisation through 
its resolution (calling for a referendum by the Saharaouis to freely choose 
their own destiny) has recognised that this people must obtain its inde- 
pendence like all other peoples of Africa. 


So this was our most concrete success and it is something that we in 
Seychelles have always supported. We were one of the first countries to 
recognise the existence of this people. We have also said that Morocco 
and Mauritania who are illegally occupying the Western Sahara must get out 
of that territory. 


We thus consider it 4 great success that our foreign policy has achieved. 
We believe that soon these people (the Saharaouis) will be able to sit 
with us in the Organisation (OAU) as a free and independent nation. 


Q. As you know, Mr President, Mauritania recently signed a peace treaty 
with the Saharaoui Arab Democratic Republic whilst King Hassan I! of 
Morocco is still being stubborn. Could you comment on this? 





A. I believe that people like King Hassan will not succeed in the end 
because justice and truth, as I have always told the Seychellois people, 
are always victorious and I believe that they will be so here. Sooner 
or later the King of Morocco will have to recognise that the policy he is 
following is a false one. 


Q. What do you think of Mauritania's action? 


A. I think that Mauritania is a country that has taken a really courage- 
ous step. Ever since the Monrovia summit, when we had to vote on the 
Western Sahara resolution, Mauritania with courage voted in favour whilst 
other countries, like our neighbour, the Comoros, voted against. 


I believe that the Comoro Republic thinks that if it flatters Senegal or 
Morocco, it will please France, and that by doing it will receive more 
French aid. 


However I believe that France respects a people who has its own mind more 
than one which just follows another like a lackey. 


Q. Mr President, taking into consideration the Western Sahara issue and 
the resolution on this subject passed by the OAU conference, what, in your 
opinion, made certain African Heads of State presently follow the same 
policy that the progressive countries have been expounding for a long time? 


A. The fact that it is the right road... When you are following a true 
road and a good cause sooner or later intelligent people recognise this. 
In Monrovia we (the progressive group) explained our arguments in detail 
and with many (African leaders) talking on the subject it soon became 
clear that the majority agreed with what we were saying. 


Q. Mr President, you also visited the Republic of Benin and the Republic 
of Yugoslavia and had talks with their Heads of State. Could you tell 
vs what has been concretely discussed on the question of bilateral 
cooperation between Seychelles and Benin and Seychelles and Yugoslavia? 


A. With the Republic of Benin in particular we discussed many things. 
One of them was cooperation on the question of cultivating a new type of 
coconut which we are also studying. In Benin they have completed their 
study and are planting the coconut. I discussed with President Mathieu 
‘erekou the possibility of an expert coming to Seychelles and helping us 
in our cultivation of the nut even if he has to stay one cr two years. 
dhen we are ready, Benin is ready to give us as many coconuts as we want. 


Q. And as far as Yugoslavia and Seychelles are concerned? 


A. With Yugoslavia, as you know, cooperation already exists and during 
my journey there we discussed this cooperation in more detail. As you 
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know we already have a student there and we will now be able to send more 
over as well as receive some Yugoslavs here to help us. In particular for 
the moment it has been agreed for a doctor to arrive here soon with the 
possibility of another arriving later. 


Q. On your way to Benin, Mr President, you travelled with the Algerian 
President Mr Chadli Benjedid. Did you have the opportunity to have talks 
and if so what did you discuss? 


A. We only travelled for about an hour from Liberia to Cotonou but we 
did talk about several thinge. In particular we arranged a visit by my- 
self to Algeria later this year when we will be able to discuss in more 
detail the cooperation that exists between our two countries. We also 
discussed many other subjects. 


Q. The last country that you visited, Mr President, was the Republic of 
Zambia for the 22nd Commonwealth summit. Could you give us your impres- 
sion on that summit especially as far as Zimbabwe is concerned. 


A. This summit brought a lot of satisfaction because, as you know, the 
problem of Zimbabwe has for years been discussed without reaching agree- 
ment with the former colonial power, Britain. Now Britain and Africa are 
looking at the issue from the same side. The present British Prime Min- 
ister has agreed with us in Africa that the (present) constitution in Zinm- 
babwe is false, that there must be another election and, with all parties 
taking part, a proper constitutional conference as has happened with all 
decolonising countries. Britain will now have to find a way to execute 
these plans. 


This means that any alleged plans that Britain might have had about 
recognising the present false Smith-Muzorewa regime have fallen by the 
wayside. The new constitution will be drawn up by Britain and not by 
Smith, South Africa or anyone else who is interested in keeping white 
minority in power. 


Q. And that, Mr Rene, is surely a satisfaction for Africa? 


A. Yes, it is a great satisfaction for Africa and a great satisfaction 
for Seychelles, because, as you know, we have always supported the Zin- 
babwean people in their struggle towards independence and majority rule. 


Q. Our last question, Mr President, is one that was also raised at the 
Commonwealth Conference. It concerns the Indian Ocean as a zone of 
peace. In the resolutions was there not something about this issue? 


A. Yes, it was a question that I raised strongly that the whole of 
Africa should express its opinion that the Indian Ocean should be a zone 
of peace and that the United States and the Soviet Union should scale 
down their military forces in the area until they are removed completely 











so that we cau live in peace without worrying about the problem of there 
being a war between these two countries tomorrow. 


Q. And the summit supported this? 


A. The summit supported this entirely and it also formed part of the 
summit's resolutions and final communique. 
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SEYCHELLES 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE WITH YUGOSLAVIA PUBLISHED 
Victoria NATION in English 3 Aug 79 p 4 


[Text] At the invitation of the President of the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia Josip Broz Tito, the President of the Republic of 
Seychelles France Albert Rene paid an official and friendly visit to the 
SFR of Yugoslavia from 24 to 28 July 1979. 


During his stay, President Rene visited the Socialist Republic of Slo- 
venia and toured a number of institutions and several industrial estab- 
lishments. 


The talks between the two Presidents took place in the atmosphere of 
cordiality, understanding and traditional friendship characterizing the 
relations between the two nonaligned countries. 


The two Presidents exchanged views on a wide range of issues in the sphere 
of international relations, and in particular the activities of the move- 
ment of nonalignment as well as bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries. The discussions reflected an identity or great similarity of 
views on most issues. 


It was emphasised in the talks that today the objectives and principles 

of the policy of nonalignment are more important than ever before, for 

the promotion of coastructive international cooperation, for the solution 
of international problems and for the consolidation of peace and security 
in the world. The two Presidents underscored the im;wrtance of the move- 
ment of nonalignment as an independent and nonbloc factor in international 
relations, pursuing a consistent struggle against imperialism, colonialisn, 
racism, apartheid, hegemony and all other forms of domination. 


In this context, emphasis was placed on the necessity for unity and action 
of the movement of nonalignment in order that it may fully fulfill its 
task and the expectations of the international community. They expressed 
their regret over the fact that in the past few years some nonaligned 
countries had sought to resolve their bilateral problems through armed 
conflicts. 

















It was pointed out in the talks that the primary task facing the con- 
ference of nonaligned countries would be the elimination of disputes 


between individual nonaligned countries and the strengthening of the 
internal cohesion of the movement principles and objectives of the 
policy of nonalignment. [as published] 


In this connection, the two sides stressed that the recently held Min- 
isterial Meeting of the Coordinating Bureau of Nonaligned Countries on 
Colombo constituted a significant contribution to the heightening of the 
action capability of the movement of nonalignment and to the preparations 
for the forthcoming summit conference, because it succeeded in preserving 
the authentic character of the movement and asserted its vitality and 
moral strength through the admission of new states to its membership. It 
was noted that the relaxation of international tensions continues to be a 
limited process. The policy of detente has contributed to the elimination 
of a direct threat of a military confrontation between the big powers. 
However, in order to contribute to peace and security in the world detente 
should be universal in its character, should encompass all parts of the 
world and all the major issues of international relations. 


The two sides, bearing in mind all the circumstances, voiced their serious 
concern over the continuation of the arms race. In this respect, they 
underlined the importance of the decisions contained in the final document 
of the special session of the United Nations General Assembly on disarma- 
ment which was convened at the initiative of the nonaligned countries, 

and called for the consistent implementation of the said decisions in order 
to make headway towards general and complete disarmament. Expressing their 
appreciation for all efforts in that direction the two Presidents welcomed 
the recently concluded SALT II Agreement between the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A. 
convinced that this Agreement can mark a step forward on the way to breaking 
the deadlock in the process of the easing international tensions. 


The two Presidents were of the opinion that in keeping with the desires of 
the littoral countries and in accordance with the resolution of the United 
Nations General Assembly, the Indian Ocean should be turned into a zone of 
peace, free from foreign military presence resulting from rivalry between 
the blocs and the big-powers. They also lent their support to the proposal 
to proclaim the Mediterranean a zone of peace and cooperation. 


In reviewing the economic situation, the two sides expressed their concern 
at the poor results and the lack of the necessary will on the part of the 
developed countries to contribute to the fundamental change of the inequit- 
able international economic relations. The need to strengthen the solidarity 
of all nonaligned and other developed countries so as to contribute through 
joint action, to the establishment of the New International Economic Order 
was stressed by both parties. 


The two Presidents exchanged views also on other major international prob- 
lems, expressing particular concern at the situation in southern Africa on 
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account of the continuation of the policy of racial discrimination and 
apartheid which poses a constant threat to peace in that region. They 
reaffirmed the solidarity of their countries with, and their full sup- 
port for, the struggle of the peoples of southern Africa fighting against 
imperialism, colonialism, racial discrimination and apartheid. They 
pointed out the importance of the implementation of the decisions adopted 
at the Ministerial Meeting of the Coordinating Bureau of Nonaligned Coun- 
tries held in Maputo. The two Presidents denounced the elections staged 
by the illegal regime in Salisbury, considered them as illegal and called 
for the strict application by the UN member States of the sanctions adopted 
against that regime. They underscored the need to provide full support 

to the Patriotic Front, that organization being the legitimate represen- 
tative of the people of Zimbabwe, in all domains, with a view to achieving 
the full independence and unhampered social development of the people of 
Zimbabwe. 


The two sides reaffirmed their unqualified support also for the SWAPO, the 
sole representative of the people of Namibia, and called for the undelayed 
instant withdrawal of South Africa from all the parts of Namibian territory. 


The two Presidents assessed this exchange of views as very fruitful and 
important for the further strengthening of bilateral cooperation and joint 
efforts for the further assertion of the policy of nonalignment. It was 
noted with satisfaction that the bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries was developing favourably, particularly in the field of political 
relations. In this context, the two Presidents expressed their desire also 
to intensify cooperation between the two countries in the economic, scien- 
tific-technical, cultural educational and information fields. 


In this context, they pledged their full support for the understanding 
reached between the two delegations to promote bilateral relations in 
all fields. 


The President of the Republic of Seychelles, France Albert Rene extended 
an invitation to the President of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo- 
slavia Josip Broz Tito to visit the Republic of Seychelles. The invita- 
tion was accepted with pleasure and the date of the visit will be 
arranged subsequently. 
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SEYCHELLES 


PASSING-OUT OF FIRST WOMEN MILITARY TRAINEES REPORTED 
Victoria NATION in English 7 Aug 79 p 1 


[Text] The first women soldiers of the Seychelles People's Liberation 
Army swore their allegiance to the President the Party (Seychelles Peo- 
ple's Progressive Front) and the people of Seychelles during a passing- 
out ceremony which took place last Saturday. 


Also involved in the ceremony were a number of men who had also completed 
their first phase of military training. 


The ceremony took place at the Military Training Centre in front of the 
Minister of Defence, Mr Ogilvy Berlouis, (who is also the Chief of the 
Defence Forces and who spoke on behalf of President Rene); the Chief of 
Staff of the Seychelles People's Liberation Army, Captain James Michel; 
the Commander of the Military Training Centre, Captain Bonte and other 
senior Army officials. 


First of all the Defence Minister congratulated all those who had com- 
pleted their training and added that the passing-out ceremony was historic 
because it was the first time that women soldiers were involved. 


He said: "It is the first time women have joined hands with the men to 
serve the people of Seychelles. This clearly shows the equality that 
exists in the Republic in line with the government's policy. 


"You all are present in the passing-out ceremony today because you have 
been able to keep the discipline that we must always have if we want to 
be good soldiers.” 


Minister Berlouis said that he was very pleased to have heard the soldiers 
swearing that they were ready to struggle for the protection and the de- 
velopment of our country. 


"This is what the people of Seychelles needs and we must do it if we have 
decided to be soldiers." 
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He reminded those present of his Radio interview a few weeks ago when he 
had said that the SPLA was ready to defend our country to the death. 


"This promise, which I on your behalf has made to the people of Sey- 
chelles, we must keep. If we do not keep it, your oath will be meaning- 
less." 


Mr Berlois said that what he wanted to make clear was the ties existing 
between the Seychelles People's Liberation Army and the Seychelles People's 
Progressive Front, the supreme institution in the Republic of Seychelles. 


"The SPLA is an instrument of the SPPF to defend the 5th June Revolution," 
Minister Berlouis explained. 


"Too often we hear soldiers say: "I am a member of the Army and I need 
not join the Front." When a soldier makes such a declaration, it means 
that he has not yet understood his role in the SPLA. If we want to be 
the type of soldiers that the country needs, we will have to understand 
our role in the SPLA and what our duty is towards the SPPF. In the Army, 
as we know, we act under orders. Soldiers receive orders from their 
superiors and the superiors get orders from the SPPF. If there is no 
Front, we cannot have any Army. As I have just explained, the Army is an 
institution under the umbrella of the SPPR." 


"If anybody believes that the SPLA is above the SPPF, then he is mis- 
taken." 


The Defense Minister also spoke of vigilance. 


He reminded the soldiers of the words President Rene had said a few days 
after the Revolution of June 5, "We shall not sleep again." 


We must keep in mind those few words and never let our enemy surprise us 
while we are sleeping," added the Minister. 


He finally wished the soldiers success in their career and added that he 
would like to see them doing more to help the country on the road it 
has taken since June 5, 1977. 


One of the women soldiers speaking on behalf of her colleagues said 

they were proud to have joined the disciplinary organisation, adding that 
they would play their role to defend this freedom which exists in Sey- 
chelles. 


"We have realised that for us to safeguard our revolution we have to 
give a helping hand in our Army and the political force," she said. 


"We feel that it is our duty to defend our country and ourselves. If 
there are others who are ready to help us we will welcome them but we 
must do everything we can to protect our Revolution by ourselves.” 


She said that in the past, women were thought to be inferior but through 
the Party and political education they were now ready to show that women 
too could take the responsibility to protect the Revolution. 
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SEYCHELLES 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET TOURISTS--Yesterday afternoon Seychelles International Airport 
saw the arrival in the Republic of the first group of tourists ever to 
visit the islands from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Due to 
delays in their itinerary the visitors, all of whom are members of the 
Friendship Society of the USSR which specialises in maintaining the 
friendly relations with foreign countries, will stay in Seychelles for 
only three days. Mr Ury Vassilyev, the Counsul of the USSR in Seychelles, 
explained to a reporter that the members of the group come from various 
Republics within the Soviet Union and from different professions. 
Despite their short stay here, the tourists have declared an interest 
in meeting their professional counterparts in Seychelles. The group 
arrived in the Republic direct from the USSR. [Text] [Victoria NATION 
in English 3 Aug 79 p 2] 
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ECONOMIC, HUMAN RESOURCES EXAMINED 


Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 20, 27 Aug 79 








[Serialized Article by Dr Henry T. Azzam] 





[20 Aug 79 pp 13-16] 


{Text ] 





Somalia is one of the world’s poorest countries with all 
of the classical developmental problems facing the 
Third World. The following Special Survey examines 
Somalia's human and economic resources. 

The greater part of the country is arid c 
semi-arid and only suitable for seasonal grazing of 
livestock. Of the total population of approximately 3.5 
million, about 60 per cent are nomads or semi-nomads 
and about 20 per cent earn their living from settled 
farming. Agriculture and livestock are the major 
economic activites. About 90 per cent of the value of 
total exports comes from live animals, meat, hides and 
skins and bananas. 

Somalia's most valuable mineral resource is 
uranium, The expansion of manufacturing and services 
is limited by the dispersion and small size of the 
domestic market, poor infrastructure and the shortage 
of capital. Food processing is the major activity in the 
industrial sector. Social services are still inadequate; the 
school enrollment ratio which was one of the lowest in 
the world until recently has made a tremendous 
progress in the last 5 years. 

Somalia is one of the 25 “least developed 
countries” with per capita income averaging the lowest 
in the world. United nations’ estimates put the average 
at $80 a year. No national accounts estimates are 
currently produced in Somalia. 

Livestock and animal products provide 75 per 
cent of total exports, 80 per cent of the population 
are engaged in livestock raising of one sort or another, 
and 60 per cent depend on a staple diet of milk and 
meat from their flocks and herds. The country was 
most hit by drought during the period from late 1974 














nomadic people. They are now in three agn- 
cultural settlements in the Juba-Shebeli area and in 
three fisheries settlements along the coast. During the 
last three years, a remaskable recovery from the 
drought has been made and the number of livestock in 
the country has virtually returned to its former level. 
Large scale rangeland schemes for controlled grazing 
and fodder production are now being established and 
the number of water points increased. 


No accurate data on the country’s livestock 
population are avuilable. The first comprehensive 
census of the population and livestock in the country 
was conducted in early 1975 but its results are not yet 
available. 


In the agricultural sector the most important crops 
are bananas, sugarcane, sorghum, maize, oilseeds, 
cotton and vegetables and fruits. Commercially this 
sector is mainly centered on the production and export 
of bananas, earning about 25 per cent of the total 
value of exports. 

In the North, agriculture is less settled than in the 
South and is largely confined to dry farming. The 
Shebelli and Juba rivers are the principle agricultural 
resources in the South. Agriculture production has 
been increased mostly by large scale irrigation schemes 
alor, these rivers. Crop production statistics are shown 
in Table 1. 


Production of staple foodstuffs has increased 
significantly in the last few years and has kept pace 
with population growth, but self-sufficiency has not 
yet been achieved. The production of sugar and 
bananas has actually decreased steadily. Crop yields are 
gererally very low due to the use of unimproved 
vaiseties, lack of knowledge of the soils and mechanical 
mv thods, shortage of labour and the effects of pests. 
A,.icultural research. is poorly developed and the 
consequent dearth of information constitutes a major 
constraint to the improvement of productivity. 

Manufacturing Industry in Somalia consists of a 
few relatively large-scale publicly owned enterprises 
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TABLE 1 


Agricultural Production® 


(000 metric tons) 
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Year 
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and a large number of small enterprises. In 1974, it rs 
was estimated that large industries contributed 70 per E = cean 
cent of the sectors gross output. Most of the industries 23 8 Ses 
in Somalia are agro-based, depending mainly upon -= = = 
locally produced raw material from agriculture, w 
livestock and related activities. Recent developments in 
the industrial sector have been encouraging Between 
1974 and 1977, employment in the industrial sector 2288 
increased by 20 per cent gross output by 65 per cent xz “S22 
and value added by 14 per cent. 
The most important industrial undertakings in the f 
ic sector are a sugar factory at Jordher with a ' — 
capacity of 50,000 tons per year, a meat factory at > g $F 
Kisimaya processing 60,000 animals annually, a fish z = Soe 
processing cannery at LasKhoneh, a flour mill and z 
pasta factory near Mogadiscio and a brick factory at * 
Afgoi. Large-scale expansion has also taken place in rt 
the Somalic, factory making it one of the best gs eve 
equipped textile mills in all of Africa. There is alsoa =o e 3325 
Cigarette and match factory im Mogasicio and a cement Wee e rs 
plant in Berber which are being added to the public 233 5 
sector list of industrial enterprises. The largest pry = 
industrial establishments in the private sector are a wa 5 ~ 
soap factory.‘a paint factory, a bonemeal plant and a sc 3 32288 
soft drink bottling plant. It should be noted that the 2 F 
public sector of the industry has increased much faster 2 & 
than the private sector. This was mainly because ; 7 
1974-78 development plan was essentially a public z g 
investment programme that allowed for a few private an . 
ventures to be carried out. E 2383 
Estimates of labour force in Somalia for < ¥ SSS / 3 
1950-1980 show that by 1980 there would be 1.4 7 
million persous in the labour force for a population of 24 7 
3.7 million persons (see Table II). Between 1955 and 7 
1960, the twtal labour force increased from 852,000 to s 8 £382 | = 
925,000, resulting in annual rate of growth of 1.7 per S ==; 
cent, of 2.7 per cent during the period 1965-70 and 3 
2.8 per cent during 1970-75. For the five years Ei 
between 1975.80, estimted growth rate is 2.7 per cent. = 
As in the case of other African countries, males 2 
outnumber the females. According to the 1971-72 ¢ SECS J 
Manpower Survey, the change in occupational structure > 2228 + 
between 1%0 and 1980 has been roughly estimated as as 





follows: 

It may be seen from Table Il that a high 
percentage of the tabour force is engaged in 
agricultural and animal husbandry activities, which was 


about 80 per cent in 1975. There is a low proportion 








and social development: 
The Three Year's Plan 1971-73 
The Five Year's Plan 1974-78 
The Three Year's Plan 1979-81 


in the public sector. 

The Three Year's Plan 1971-73 provided for an 
estimated expenditure of about 1,000 million Somali 
shillings (1 shilling = $0.166), put 
transport and communications, water resources, 
agriculture, livestock, industry and health It is 
estimated that sbout two-thirds of the planned 
investment was achieved in financial terms, and on an 
average about 30 per cént was financed by domestic 
resources. During the period, the major projects 
completed include a Chinese-built road, a new airport 
at Kismayu, a new 300 bed hospital and a deep water 
port of Mogadiscio. 

The Five Year's Plan 1974-78 envisaged a total 














Congress in January 1977 and will run until December 


consolidation of the earlier plan and a preparation 
phase for the next major five-year development plan. 


Priority to self-sufficiency 


Planned cxpenditure is Somali‘ Shillings 7,104 
million, of which 35.4 per cent will go to agriculture, 
livestock and fisheries, 18 per cent to minerals and 
manufacturing. 288 per cent to economic 
infrastructure (transport, communications, power and 
water), 7.4°per cent to education and 10.4 per cent to 
other sectors. About half the expenditure is for work 
carried forward from the last Five Year Development 


Programme which it was not possible to complete. 


the . 
implementation follows the lines laid down in previous 














umprove weight and quality. 
In fisheries, the main focus is on increasing the 
production of fish as a source of local food and for 
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Labour Force (in 000s) Activity Rates (in percent) 


In the education sector, the main objectives are to 
raise the enrollment in primary schools from 280,000 
in 1978 to 420,000 in 1981, in general secondary 
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vocational schools from 3,600 to 23,000. More 
teachers will have to be trained: 3,000 for primary 
schools, 300 for secondary schools and 2,000 for 
technical and vocational schools. In addition, almost 
every sector of the economy has a major built-in 


[27 Aug 79, pp 8-12] 


[Text } 


The United Nations has made estimates and 
projections of the population for the period 
1950-2000, and according to these figures, the 
population of Somalia has increased by 400,000 in the 
decade 1950-60 and 563,000 in the decade 1960-70. 
The 1975 estimates of mid-year indicate a total of 
3,170,000 people. The latest projections indicate that 
by 1980 the total population of Somalia will be 
3,645 000; by 1990 this will increase to 4,843,000 and 
by the year 2000 Somalia will have a population of 
6,260,900. 

According to 1975-80 estimates, the population 
of Somalia is at present growing at the rate of 2.79 per 
cent annually. This rate is expected to increase to 2.90 
per cent during 1980-85 and then decline gradually to 
2.78 by 1985-90, to 2.63 per cent during 1990-95 and 


2.50 per cent by 1995-2000. If the present annual rate 
of increase of 2.79 per cent continues, Somalia's 
population will double in size in approximately 25 
years. 

Acconling to the provisional results of the 1975 
census, Somalia has a total of 3,491,000 people and of 
this total, the male population constitutes 1,817,000. 
This implies a sex ratio of 108.3 males for every 100 
females. The age tables from the provisional results of 
1975 census are not yet availabie. However, the United 
Nations has made some estimates which indicate that 


49 











the population under 15 years of age comprised 45 per 
cent of the total population in 1975 and that this 
figure will stay constant through 1985 before it begins 
to decline, reaching 42.6 per cent by the year 2000. 
The age group 15-64, which made up 53 per cent of 
the total population in 1975, is expected to constitute 
52.8 per cent of the population in 1985 and then to 
increase‘ suddenly to $4.7 per cent by the year 2000. 
The size of the population aged 65 and over shows a 
— but constant increase. In 1975 persons in this 

group constituted 2.0 per cent of the total 
iuidieies ich Gis aianedion th tanetie’ i teeta 
to 2.2 per cent in 1985 and then to 2.7 per ceni by 
the year 2000. The population of Somalia is young 
and has a median age of 17.2 years, with a high 
dependency ratio combined with low per capita 
income are an indication of economic pressures at the 
family unit level and a burden for the Government to 
provide proper education, housing, health and family 
welfare services to its people. 

Being overwhelmingly a pastoral country, 
permanent settlements in Somalia are small and widely 
scattered except in agricultural regions and in few large 
towns. Over 65 per cent of the population is sparsely 
distributed and consists mainly of pastoral nomads. 
The average population density for the entire country 
in 1978 was estimated at 6 persons per square 
kilometer and is projected to reach 10 persons per 
square kilometer by the year 2000. Although Somalia 
is overall one of the least-Zensely populated countries 
in the world, distribution patterns reveal that actual 
densities vary greaiiy in different regions. 


The regional distribution of population by sex is 
shown in Table 1. It should be noted that this table is 
based on the preliminary results of 1975 census data. 
About 76 per cent of the population is concentrated in 
the southern region. The remaining 24 per cent are 
scattered in three northern administrative regions, 
which have more harsh climatic conditions and 
generally less-productive land. The capital city of 
Mogadiscio contains newly 11 per cent of the total 
population. 

The criteria for classifying settlements as urban or 
rural vary from country to country. In Somalia all 
district capitals ave classified as urban areas by official 
definition. Nearly three-fourias of the population live 
in rural areas. These include large numbers of nomads 
and semi-nomads, who migrate seasonally between 
small scattered villages and the vast pasture lands, and 
the settled cultiv atwrs of the limited farming areas. It is 
estimated that in 1975 about 26 per cent of the 
population was in towns and cities. The trend and 
magnitude of urbanisation may be seen from the 


following table: 
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as of February 1975 
{in thousands) 

Repor Male Female Total & 
North Region 437 407 8400 24.2 
W. Galbeed = J— a 7 
T | 121 
— 72 74 146 42 
South Region 1380 1270 2650 758 
Bari 82 * 
Nugaal 43 42 

115 100 215 62 

94 86 182 $.2 
Hiiraan 76 71 147 42 
meme | ase 

I 

Sh. Hoose 204 194 398 114 
J. Hoose 130 116 246 7.0 
Gedo 112 , 100 212 64 
~ # 1$7 145 302 84 

$4 46 100 29 
Total 1817 1,677 3,494 100.0 
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1976. Hargeisu, the largest city in the nort povyrede ge 
had a population of 70,000 in 1975. The growth of 
the country’s urban population is expected to persist. 
No projections were available for rates of increase, but 
the attraction af economic opportunity the prospects 


urbanisation. Much of this growth will reflect rural - 
urban migration. Besides the rural — urban migration, 
there is a great amount of nomadic movement which 
differs in trend and magnitude according to season. 


The United Nations estimates of the crude birth 
rate ir, the last 25 years show some fluctuations, but 
the rate lies between 47 and 48 births per 1,000 
population. Current levels are placed at 48.3 births per 
1,000 population. The projections indicate that the 
decline in crude birth rate will start from 1980 
onwards but the rate of decline will be very slow until 
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TABLE 2 
Rural-Urban Population, 1960-75 
(per cent) 
1960 1965 1970 1975 
Rural 929 912 75.5 73.5 
Urban 7.1 8.8 24.5 26.5 
Total 100.0 100.0. 100.0 100.0 
Source: UNICA 
per cent, and for the 25-29 age group it was 88.9 per 
cent. 


There are considerable differences in fertility 
levels between rural and urbzen, northern and southern, 
settled and nomadic populations. For example, two 
surveys conducted in the country during the period 
1962-68 have shown that the level of fertility in the 
northern towns was lower than in the south. Towns 
having agricultural suburbs, such as Hargeisu, Borama 
and Gebiley, had higher fertility rates when compared 
with towns serving mainly nomadic environments like 
Burao and Berbera. 

From past surveys conducted in various pasts of 
the country, it is evident that mortality rates — 
particularly infant mortality rates — are very high. 
According to United Nations estimates, crude death 
rates were 28.7 per 1,000 for 1950-55, 23 per 1,000 
during 1965-70, and current levels (1975-80) show a 
further decline to 20.4 per 1,000 population. The 
infant mortality rate was 190 per thousand live births 
wn =1968 and had declined to 177 in 1975. Life 
expectancy at birth in 1968 was 38.5 years but by 
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197S it increased to 41 years; current estimates 
(1975080) indicate that on the average, a newborn 
child in Somalia can expect to survive for about 43 
years. The same estimates place life expectancy at 
birth for a male child at 41.4 years and at 44.6 years 
for a female child. 

Child mortality is very high in Somalia It is 
estimated that from 25 to 33 per cent of live bom 
children die before reaching the age of five. 
Malnutrition among children is widespread and it i 
further complicated by infectious and parasitic 
diseases. Gastro-enteritis accounts for about 40 per 
cent of admissions in hospitals and for 50 per cent of 
deaths among children below the age of five. 

Matermal mortality and morbidity are also very 
high. Precise figures of maternal mortality are not 
available, but after analysis of one large hospital's data 


births. The leading causes of matemal morbidity 
are malnutrition, anacmias, toxaemias, repeated 
abortions, tuberculosis complicating pregnancy and 
general discase which is an important health problem 
in the country. 

Further, it may be noted that the extent of the 
mortality and morbidity rates are somewhat higher and 
more serious among the nomadic population than 
among those in settled areas. 

In recent years there has been a significant 
emmigration of Somalia to the neighbouring 
oil-exporting states. The estimates of emigrants vary 
from 50,000 to 120,000 persons. In terms of 
occupation, most emigrants are unskilled labourers, 
craftsmen and technicians together with a small 
aumber of professional workers and traders. Labour 
migration abroad has been a phenomenon that the 
Government neither organizes nor controls; its 
magnitude is such that the drain of skills and the 
inflow of private funds may affect the smooth 
functioning of a publicly controlled economy. 

There has also been some immigration of skilled 
and professional manpower but quantative estimates 
are not available. 

The Somali population possesses a high degree of 
ethnic cultural, linguistic and religious homogeneity. 
Islam is the official religion of the country and it’s 
influence appears in the formulation of laws. Most 
Somalis are Sunni Muslims. There is a small Christian 
community, mostly Roman Catholic. 

The official languages of the country are Somali 
and Arabic, but English and Italian are widely spoken 
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TABLE 3 
Pri School Enrollment 
*'1969/70-1976/77 





1971/72 1972/73 1973/74 1975/76 1976/1977 


1970/71 


1969/70 


24,339 
68'503 
96:903 


24.0 


82,844 
225,982 
229,030 


133,605 
197,706 
219,517 
126.5 


21,022 
53,445 
78,133 


30.6 


13,899 
38,201 
59,846 


10,140 
32,610 
$0,384 


3.7 


Sources: Ministry of Education, UNESCO 


7,052 
23,842 


48,609 


All Grades 
% increase over 
previous year 


Grade 1 
Grades 14 


4.3 








in the country. 

Literacy and school enrollment in Somalia have 
increased dramatically as a result of various campaigns 
since 1972. The first breakthrough came in 1972 with 
the official adoption of a modified Latin alphabet for 
writing Somali. The introduction of the Somali script 
was followed by the National Literacy Campaign which 
was carried out in two stages: (a2) a one-year literacy 
campaign in urban areas started in 1973; and (b) a 


per cent in 1969, rose to 50 per cent; it is estimated 
that about 1.2 million people became literate in 1975 
as a result hed. when i compared with a 


campaign has been organized through the National 
Adult Education Centre. The adult education 
programme consists of a three-year course with 
students attending classes three days a week for three 
hours a day. The students are mainly working adults 
and the classes are arranged in the evening, taught by 
teachers ard students on voluntary basis. During the 
first year (1975/76), it was reported that Adult 
Literacy Programme classes were attended by 569,000 
persons, of whom 433,000 passed the final test, while 
487,000 were reported to be attending classes in 
1976/77. Recently the Government has decided to 
expand adult education into a six-year programme 
including four years of general education with the last 
two years to be devoted largely training in manual 
skills. 

The revolutionary Government of Somalia has 
two principal educational objectives: developing a 
comprehensive system of non-formal education for 
those who are outside the formal education system and 
providing universal, compulsory and free primary 
education. Since 1972, many changes have taken place 
in the educational structure of Somalia. All private 
schools have been nationalised and Somali has become 
the medium of instruction in all primary and 
secondary schools. Arabic is taught as a second 
language and English is introduced only at the 
secondary level. Textbooks for primary and secondary 
education have been written in Somali and are being 


54 





tested and introduced in the system, Textbooks are 
given free. 

In 1975S, the Government introduced universal 
and compulsory primary education. In order to 
expedite the primary education process, the primary 
cycle was reduced from eight years (ages 6-13) to six 


cycle starting in 1978/79. 
Number of primary schools increased 


The number of primary schools has increased 
from 600 in 1974 to 1,100 in 1978 and the number of 
teachers from 3,000 to 8,000. The number of 
secondary school students had increased in the same 
period from 7,000 to 14,000, of whom about half are 
receiving general secondary education and the other 
half various forms of technical and vocational training. 

The Government is determined to improve the 
educational system and there has been a steady rise in 
budgetary allocations for education in recent years. 
For the 1974-78 plan, the total amount allocated for 
this sector originally was Somali Shillings 178.2 
million* (1 Shilling=$0.166), by 1978 this was revised 
to SSh 312.8 million (an increase of about 76 per cent 
over the original allocation). The major change in the 
volume of investment was made in construction of 
classrooms for primary education. This figure rose 
from a planned allocation of SSh 23.4 million in the 
Five-Year Development Plan forecast expenditure of 
SSh 70.6 million. In the 1979-81 Development Plan, 
the education sector as a whole has been allotted an 
investment of SSh526 million. In the last two 
development plans, the emphasis has been on gencral 
education but the emphasis in the current plan has 
shifted from general education to technical and 
vocational training. 

Formal education is Somalia is being geared to 
the technical and economic needs of the country. 
Technical education is provided in post intermediate 
institutions known as Technical Institutes. Duration of 
courses varies between two to four years. At present, 
the medium of instruction is Italian or English but is 
being replaced by Somali. These institutes award 
diplomas and certificates to middle-level technicians or 
craftsmen. A Polytechnic Institute in Mogadiscio has 
been opened recently. 





* After subtraction of the three reclassified projects 
totalling S Sh 12.9 million. 
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Progress in women’s education 


The national university which was established in 
1969 had only three facutlies — Education, Law and 
Economics. Since 1971, more attention has been given 
to broadening the range of faculties in the university 
and the opening of departments which are important 
in the training of manpower. The university has now nine 
faculties -— Education, Medicine, Agriculture, 
Engineering, Chemistry, Veterinary Sciences, Geology, 
Law and Economics. In 1978, about 3,000 students 
were enrolled at the university. It conducts four-year 
degree courses and instruction is given in Italian except 
at the faculty of education. The university works 
closely with Padova University in Italy. 

An Institute of Development Administration and 
Management was established in 1974 to improve the 
management and administrative skills of personnel in 
senior- and middle-level positions in ministries. The 
institute was further expanded in 1978 and it now 
offers training for clerical and secretarial personnel as 
well. 

Substantial progress has also been made in 
women’s education after the revolution. The female 
enrollment at all levels was 20 per cent of total 
enrollment 1969-70 but went up to 35 per cent 
1976-77. Recently, the government has also 
reorganised it’s educational programme for women. A 
short course on family life has been introduced which 
is being given throughout the country. In 1976-77, 
4,100 women were enrolled in this course at 54 
locations. These courses stress functional knowledge 
and cover such topics as nutrition, child care, food 
storage and preparation, basic health and hygiene, 
including family planning. The staff consists mainly of 
womer. teachers who have finished eight years of 
schooling and later undergone a training course at the 
National Women’s Centre at Mogadiscio. Besides this 
short course, there is a four-year programme in home 
economics but this programme is conducted mainly in 
large urban centres. 

To expand the women’s education programme, at 
present are being made tp open at least one centre in 
each district. : 

Although Somalia has made tremendous 
progress in providing basic education to it’s population 
in the last few years, this has been mainly in urban 


56 











CSO: 


420 


areas. A large segment of Somali population which is 
nomadic has still no access to education. However, the 
government is increasingly concerned and looking for 
an effective alproach to the problems of providing 


This statement projects the present development 
attitude of the government towards self-reliance based 
on the Somali heritage (which is largely nomadic 
pastoral) as well as on a political ideology of scientific 
Social 


This approach intends “to bring pastoral 
nomadism into the central place in economic 
development planning and bring into it some of the 
things..... (such as) cooperative organizations based on 
fixed territorial) limits rather than the wandering of 
nomads over a wide area, and mobile services in terms 
of education and health.” 

In order to provide education to nomads, 
experiments are being made on several approaches such 
as establishment of nomadic education centres in 
different regions, use of mobile schools to travel with 
the nomads, upgrading the traditional Koranic teachers, 
establishment of pastoral cooperative movements and 
the greater use of radio, etc. 
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M } SAYS NONALINED MOVEMENT ‘ON WRONG COURSE’ 
Paris AFP in French 1205 GMT 6 Sep 79 AB 


[Text] Paris, 6 Sep (AFP)--In Paris on Thursday, Zairian President Mobutu 
Sese Sekou criticized the current direction of the nonalined movement by 
saying that it was on the wrong course. Asked about the work of the Havana 
conference as he was leaving the Elysee, where he had been received for more 
than an hour by President Giscard d'Estaing, the Zairian head of state 

added that it is time to redefine nonalinement because there is now some 
confusion about it. He also indicated that his talks with the French presi- 
dent concerned French-Zairian bilateral relations and African problems gen- 
erally. 


President Mobutu also said that the next maneuvers of the Zairian army, with 
French troops participating, will begin on 11 September. 


Asked about Soviet-Central African relations and Soviet pressure in Central 
Africa, he said that there had not been an increase in Soviet pressure in 
that part of the world because the Russians only go where they are asked to 
come. 


The Zairian president also vigorously denied that Central African young peo- 
ple had been interned in his country. According to him, such information 
on this matter is coming from hooligans in Brussels and Paris who call 
themselves the opposition. He asserted that, on the contrary, on his express 
order, 140 Central African young people wanting to take refuge in Zaire had 
been offered a home for more than a month. 


Finally, before recalling that he was to fly to the United States on Sunday 
for a working visit, he also denied that his government had not been able 
to pay Zairian civil servants last month. 
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